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A Balloon 



As Sgrol ma walked home early in the morning from a hotel where she 
had spent the night with her boyfriend, she felt something smooth in 
her right shoe, but soon forgot about it. 

Sgrol ma was soon sitting with her parents and her little 
brother in their tent in the summer pasture. Most of the time, she 
talked, and her parents listened. As she spoke, she suddenly felt the 
smooth object in her shoe again. Removing her shoe, she stuck her 
hand inside, and to her shock and embarrassment pulled out a condom. 
Realizing that her parents had no idea what it was, she calmly threw it 
into a garbage box next to her and dismissively declared, "Oh, it's just 
a balloon." 

"A balloon!" Srgol ma's little brother cried happily as he 
grabbed it and put it to his mouth before his sister could stop him. 


Tibetan Terms 

klu thar rgyal 
sgol ma TOl 


+Klu thar rgyal. 2019. A Balloon. Asian Highlands Perspectives 58:406. 



